ky Valley, Georgia, is wedged into the extreme
northeast comner of Georgia in mountainous Rabun

 County. The main route into town requires a steep

climb out of the town of Dillard, then a skip across
the state line into North Carolina before circling —
barely — back into Georgia’s jurisdiction.

For many years, Sky Valley Resort & Country
Club has been best known as the answer to a trivia
question involving geography and winter
precipitation. The former cattle ranch was converted
in 1969 into the country’s southernmost ski
destination — yes, snow skiing — that featured five
slopes and a Swiss chalet-styled lodge.

Alas, based on ownership changes, deferred
maintenance, inadequate parking areas, updated
feasibility studies, and, indirectly, Al Gore’s global
warming predictions, Sky Valley Resort officially shut
down snow schussing operations for good in 2005.

What dichard Southern skiers have lost has
hecome the golfers’ gain. New owner Merrill Trust
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Communities & Resorts of Atlanta invested millions
renovating Sky Valley’s existing, but outdated, course,
as well as making other infrastructure improvements.

The destination has long been a favorite
summertime escape for Atlantans looking to beat the
sweltering heat. It is less than a two-hour drive from
downtown and much closer for those in the northern
suburbs. [t is a scenic, traffic-free, mostly four-lane
ride up Interstate 985 to U.S. 441 past Tallulah
Gorge, through Dillard and up the mountain. Now,
the resort, with altitudes ranging from 3,100 to 4,200
feet, can boast a championship course to be
experienced along with the cooler temperatures and
lower humidity levels.

The heavily renovated course reopened for play in
September of 2007.

Golf architect and former touring professional Bill
Bergin was brought in to spearhead the renovations.
Bergin, based in Atlanta, was selected, according to
Demick, because “Bill will do what is right for a piece






