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Golf fans coming out of winter hibernation con-
sider the Masters as much a sign of spring as
daffodils starting to bloom. By Patrick Jones

GOLF GREATS PAST AND
PRESENT, INCLUDING TIGER
WOO0DS (BELOW) . HAVE ALL
SWUNG THROUGH AUGUSTA

TRANVELD

The tonmer commercal plant pursery of a Belgian bazon

— 205 acres in Augusta, Ga situated just ofl present-day

Washington Road — captures the attention of golf fans

wound the world every year in earlv spring
The horucultural site of Fruidand Nursezies, owned in
the 1800 v Baron Louis Mathien Fdonard Berckmans,

now vields major championships. The fertile land was

transtormed by Atlanta golting legend Bob Jones, £
Roberts and Scottish architect Alister Mackensie into

wgusta Nattonal Golf Club i 1932, Anudst towering

magnolias and blooming azaleas. which have dominasad
the property for over a century, the Masters” Tournament is
keld anm ring the first full week of April

Some of the greatest moments in galf have unfolded on

this hallowed and pristinely mainta
thle-¢

round of the 1933 tournament is one of the game's inost

({E ]‘I\"‘\.'”\. Gene

Sarazen’s dou gle 2 on the par-5 15th haole 1n the final

legendary shots.

n by one stroke in an 18

Byron Nelson edged Ben Hog,

hale plavodl in 1942 before the tournament was suspended
}
Arnie’s Army 1eok the lore-

for thiee vears during the w
front in1958 as Palmer, followsd by his cadre of zealous
fans. charged 1o the tirst of his first tour Masters wins

ack Nickiaus to

2h his most memorable victory, his sixth at the Mas

ik over from King Arnie in the 'sls,
th
lers
Nick

Jackie carrying his bag and leading

1l come

il 1986 when The Golden B

15 roared back 1o win on the back nine with his son

the deatenmg cheers.
Tiger Woods thrashed the lield in 1997 for his first
maior title and the first of his three Masters victonies
Sam Snead. the 1949 winner. was the fst o wear the

Grreen lac ket a tradition that has become synonvmons with

being the Masters champion, The previous year's winner
assists the new champion with donn ng the Green facket

toilowing the conclusion of the ex

As one of golf s four maior char

the U8, Open, British Open {also called just The Open)

and the PGA Championship, the Masters Tournament is

arguably the game’s meost prestigions. There are 17 speaific

TeGIATCMENTS goiers must pwet 1o earn an mvitaiion, Let

ung mto the Masters as 2 spectaton has long Deen consd

ill

18 the distinet ad

ered the toughest ticket ol sports.

The toumament

first major on the calendar. Golf fans com

hubernation consider the Masters as much a s

True 1o it lieral roots, the Masters has named each of

its holes after a piant, flower or tree that s found on the

Augusta National property. No. 2, 4 375-vand par-3, is Pi

Dogwond. Magnelia is the dogleg et par-1 fifth hole, f1s

inspiration was the Road Hole at the Old Course at 5

s considerad vne al the
1 Nicklansn
hale out from the forway for cagle twice

Andrews. Plaving to 455 vands,

toughest par-4s on the course. tho

maged to

rournament

No, 1, Camellia, s @ downhill, 495 yard par 4 that was

originally the opening hole at Angusta National prior



1935, 11 serves as the Hirst |"l lf.lll.l hale and was the scetie ol
Canadian Mike Weir's tiumph over Len Mattioce in 2003,

The lolow Nas. 11

labieled Amen Corner by golt writer Herbert Warren Wind

1 f— witte

hree holes

in Sparts Flustrated during the 19538 tourman
fi

ult stretch of golt' that histoncally has plaved a pivotal

role in determining the winner in Sunday's tinal round. The

waters of Rae's Creck become a factor on this trinmvirate,
ma many d pn!c:m.l] champion has seen their Chances
dashed with a ball into the water

No. DL s Bkely best remembered for Augusta native La:

rv Mize's long distance chip in o win the 1987 event in a
plavofl against Greg Norman. Mize's dramatic win is just
another ol the memorable moments that have taken place
in the previous 67 vears of the Masters lournament

Sotsth African Gary Plaver became the first internation
al winner of the event i 1961,

Roberto e Vicenzo signed an incorrect scorecard
19nd, disqualitving him from a plavotf with victorious Bob
Goalby. In 1973, Lee Elder becamie the first black plaver o

compete in the Masters

Hen Crenshasw, saddened and mspired tollowing the

death af his lifelong teacher Harvey Penick earlier in the

weex, won his second Green lacke: in 1993, In 96, nine

vears aller having victory snatched from ham by Mize, Nar

man gave one away when he let a six stroke lead evaporate

1 the final round as Nick Faldo wan tor the third 1ime.

Many Augusta National landmarks are part of golfing

ane. the mam entrance 1o the clubhouse, 1s

vre. Magnoisa

lined with magnolia trees planted prior to the Civil War. A

65-foot lobiolly pine on Na. 17 15 called the Fisenhowe

Tree after a clud membser | farmer presudent Diwight David
Exsenhower, nonetheless, asked that it be cut down bhecause

ais tee shot lound it so often

1810 preen, is the site of the

Butler Cabin, just off the

Green Jacket ceremony that is televised on CBS each vear
faliowing the tournament.

You are ane of the tortenate few il von have tickets to

ounds, Many
|

the Thursday through Sunday tourmnament

fans have been on the waiting hst for decades, 1 s tathe

pre- lournune and Wadne s tradi-

il practice ouncs

tionzl Par 3 Caontest can be had by signing up for a lottery

and crossing vour Gingers that you are chosen,

Sessians early in the week though lacking the drama ot
the linal rounds, can provide great entertainment. Plavers
are relaxed and oftentimes pair up with thewr buddies ta get

a feel for the course priar ta the serious annding when

KOS Jount

Thances are you might be zble o tollow a
group that includes tarmer champs Nicklaus, Paimer and
Plager reminiscing and mingling with the gallery in a
relaxed atmosphere. Detatls on the practice ticket applica-
1 the Masters ofticial Web site

al WWAMESTeTS.OF8 W]

Lion prososs can be founc

IE YOU GO

There 158 no shortage of places to stay in and around Augusta (Georgia's second

largest city). from local hotels to bed and breakfasts to homes available tar rent dur-

ing Masters week. Online hotel raservations for the Master Tournament can he

made by calling 800 385 7273.

Two choice spots for lodging, both located in downtown Augusta along the

Savannah River, are the Country Suites Riverwalk and the Radisson Rivartront Hotel

Augusta. A bevy of chain hotels and motels are located outside the gates of Augus-

ta National, clusterad along Washington Road.

Matrapalitan Augusta has over 300 restaurants that cover the gamut in price and

cuisine

Damon's Grill on'Washington Road offers steaks, chicken, seafoed and ribs that,

far four years in a row, have hbeen votad the best by Augusta Magazine. For South-

arn hame-style cooking. try Hot Foods hy Calvin on Broad Street; make sure to try

the gumbo. The Partridge Inn has an excellent Sunday bufiet and is a hot spot for

jazz music. Barbeque from Sconyers BBQ held such sway over President Jimmy

Carter that he had somea flown to him far consumption white he accupied the White

House. Other top dining options include U.B's, Villa Europa, and Baa's Knees

While the Masters Tournament is undoubtedly Augusta’s main attraction, there

are plenty of other sights ta see in this city, which is diverse enaugh to be the hame
of James Brown (the "Godfather of Soul"). the birthplace — tin nearby Harlem, Ga.|
of Oliver Hardy of Laurel & Hardy fame and the bovhood home of President

Woodrow Wilson.

Be sure to visit Augusta Riverwalk, a two-tiered park along the Savannah River
levee. The lower level features a 1.600-seat cutdoor amphitheater for concerts and
performances, a children's playground, a replica paddlewheel boat and a Japanese

garden. Haroes’ Overlaok, a celebration af this country’s armed forces, s a highlight

of the upper lavel

Golfers won't want to miss
another Rivarwalk attraction, the
eight-acre Augusta Golf andg Gar-
dens, featuring a wide variety of
gardens |Asian, aquatic, formal,
rose, azalea, coastal, buttertlyl,
waterfalls, fountains and bronzed,
pigger than life sculptures of previ-
ous Masters champions and golf
greats including Jones, Nelson,
Hogan, Nicklaus, Palmer and Ray
mond Floyd.

When most golf fans are not
watching golf, they are playing it.
Tee times can be arranged at public
and semi-private courses, including
Augusta Golf Course, Forest Hills
Golf Club and Goshen Plantation
Golf Course, among a few of the
numerous choices available.

Additional information on lodg
ing, dining, shopping, recreation
and other local attractions can be
found on the Augusta Metropolitan
Convention & Visilors Bureau Web
site at \'M'W.Huguslaga.nrg.

Tickets to the Masters — you
have to locate those on your own.

TAKE A BREAK FROM GOLF
AND STROLL RIVERWALK
{ABOVE] DR VISIT AUGUSTA
GOLF AND GARDENS (LEFT
AND RIGHT).
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